INTRODUCTION
reticent. Men of action talk about the realities
of power with as much discretion as the husband
of a beautiful woman shows when he speaks of
her charms; they only describe what all the
world can see. Still, his reserves, and the manner
of them, gave me much insight to his character.
Furthermore, this reticence, these reserves, re-
lated exclusively to the future. He never tried
to twist or to conceal the utterances of his
socialist days, but always frankly acknowledged
them. Nor did he ever try to embarrass me by
theargumentum ad hominem, by asking me,u What
would you have done in such a case?" Rarely,
indeed, did he reply in the interrogative form,
speaking affirmatively, briefly, and to the point.
He loves simplicity of speech, and has no taste
for sparkling epigrams, with the result that the
more concise among his answers sound like
abrupt decisions. His style, in conversation at
any rate, observes the true Italian mean between
French and German, for it is neither elegant nor
cumbrous, but metallic, the metal not being
iron, but finely tempered steel, and the phrasing
elastic and richly modulated in accordance with
the Italian tradition. Then, of a sudden, he will
say something perfectly simple, arriving at an
unexpected conclusion which is presented un-
draped. His lucid Italian (based, one might
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